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reign it is evident there were such people. See the
place, Gen. xli. 8, He sent and called for all the
magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof.

It is true it does not appear positively that these
were magicians of the worst sort, but it seems to be
so, because Heaven reserved from them the reveal-
ing to Pharaoh the interpretation of his dreams;
which, however, might be to preserve the honour to
Joseph, and to make way for all the great events
which followed; but still, I say, we do not know
that here were none of the present kind of wicked
magicians, and we have much reason to believe
there were.

But within the space of about two hundred years
after, we are sure to find them; nay, the text is
plain, they were there when Moses and Aaron stood
before the last Pharaoh who held the people in cap-
tivity ; for then they imitated the miracles of Moses
and Aaron by their enchantments, that is, by sorcery
and witchcraft; now even this was but a little above
eight hundred years from the flood; and thus much
may suffice for the chronology of witchcraft and
sorcery.

Being thus come to a tolerable certainty as to
time, when this art was first practised, we shall be
led more directly to the persons, by entering a little
into an inquiry after the practice, that is, the man-
ner made use of in those early times of the art; for
by discovering what they did, we shall discover also
who did it. They acted certainly from the begin-
ning, by certain mystic or concealed conjurations,
such as uncouth noises and sounds, strange gestures,
postures, and barbarous magic noises, of which we
shall say more in their place.

But what, say our inquirers, were those things
called enchantments, which constitute what is called
the black art, or the craft magical ? The text says
the magicians did so and so, by their enchantments;